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Together in God’s family, we grow in
faith, knowledge & love to reach our full
potential, and to become the people that
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Ouwr School Ethos

At St. Marys and St. Benedict's we aim for our cwriculum to inspire pupils to be life-long
learners with a sense of service to the world that they live in and the people that live in it
with them.

We helieve our pupils will be life-long learmers if they are able to he:
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In order to develop these qualities within our pupils we intend for owr cwrriculum to provide
opportunities for children to:
e Be curious and ask guestions
Evaluate and reflect
Work collaboratively
Apply their learning
Solve problems whilst developing resilience
Communicate their learning
Challenge ideas
Vision, E
At St. Mary's and St. Benedict's, owr vision is that each child will receive a high-quality
education in English, which will teach pupils to speak and write fluently so that they can

others can communicate with them. Our vision is that pupils in our school, through
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developing in spoken language and reading will develop cultwrally, emotionally,
intellectually, socially and spiritually. We have a rich, progressive English cwriculum that
provides many purposeful opportunities for reading, writing and discussion. We strive for
children to be literate and confident with a love of reading and writing to enable them to he
English Intent

At St. Mary's and St. Benedict's Primary School we aim to develop pupils ahilities within
an integrated programme of Speaking and Listening, Reading and Writing. We strive for
children to be literate and confident with a love of reading and writing to enable them to
We aim for every child to be ahble to:

v'read easily, fluently and with good understanding;

vacquire o wide vocobulary, an understanding of grammar and knowledge of

v appreciate our rich and varied literary heritage;

arangzoj&wntext& Wpﬂse&axtd,mmmce&

v use discussion in order to lean;
v'they should be able to elaborate and explain clearly their understanding and ideas;

v are competent in the arts of speaking and listening, making formal presentations,
demonstrating to others and participating in debate.

We follow the Statutory requirements for the teaching and learmning of English which are
laid out in specific detail in the National Cwrricuwlwm for English Document (2014) and the
Spelling and Vocabulary, grammar and punctuation appendices of the NC14 document,
and in the Comumunication and Language and Literucy sections of the Statutory
Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage.

We aim to develop pupils ahilities within an integrated programme of Speaking and
Listening, Reading and Writing. We follow a dear pathwuoy of progression as children
advance through the primary cwrriculum. Pupils are given opportunities to interrelate the
requirements of English within a broud and halanced approach across the cwriculum. We
have a hespoke cwriculum with 2 genres per half term from Y1, allowing time for the
reading to writing process to he emhbedded. Teachers have high expectations for all
children and plan against ARE for each year group. We aim to provide suitable learning
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Tasks are appropriately adapted according to individual needs as required, using Pluid
teaching and effective use of Teaching Assistants. All children are provided with equal
access to the English cwrriculum. Rigorous assessment and review will enswre that we are
able to provide targeted support so that all children experience success in English; we
helieve that a secure hasis in English skills is crucial to- a high-quality education and will
English Implementation

In the Early Yewrs Foundation Stage, owr children are given a runge of purposeful
opportunities to: speak and listen and represent ideas in their activities; use

comumunication, language and Literacy in every part of the cwriculum; and hecome
immersed, in an enwironment rich in print and possibilities for communication. Children are

In Key Stage One and Two, teachers follow our school cwriculum map which incorporute
the National Cuwrriculum genres and objectives. The English units develop understanding
and writing phases, with opportunities for discussion throughout. Our school covers a
range of genres which are built upon, allowing progression across year groups and key

Developing o love of reading is of paramount importance for us at St. Marys and St.
Benedict's, and this starts from the moment the children start in Early Yewrs. We
encownge reading for pleasure, in addition to daily guided reading across school. We hold,
high expectations towards reading at home which is reflected in owr homework policy.

Reading milestones are celebrauted across school with reading achievement displays, and
children receive a free hook when they have achieved 150 reads. There is also a weekly
reader celebruted from each class in celebration assemhbly and a YR6 end of year awwrd
Jor reading progress. Our classroom enwironments encouwrage a love for language,
displaying a working wull that encourages the children to reflect on what has been taught
alongside reading displays. Whole-school reading events such as World Book Day are
celebruted every year, to further ruise the profile of reading in our school and develop a
love of reading.

We recognise the importance of phonics to support children to decode and hecome fluent
readers. Children are streamed across KS1 into small, phase-focussed groups. These are
they are equipped with the expertise needed to teach high quality, daily phonics sessions.
Daily phonics teaching is prioritised throughout EYFS and KS1 and underpins hoth the
daily from EYFS with children beginning their Phonics journey in school at Phase 2.
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Phonics sessions are planned from the Red Rose Phonics Lancashire Phonic Scheme, and
teachers use a consistent approuch to the teaching of Phonics, with segmenting and
blending actions heing used from EYFS to KS1. Opportunities are given for encoding -
writing dictated texts containing known letter-sound correspondences. Regular application
af phonics skills on a daily hasis further strengthen our children's reading ahbility. Our
home reading bhooks are in line with the phonics taught in school to allow children to
apply the skills taught in school to reading at home. Phonics intervention groups are run
in KS2 to close gaps for targeted pupils and enswre a continuation aof phonics
development.

Spelling, punctuation and grammar is taught as a discrete suhbject. In KS2, we have
adopted a No-Nonsense Spelling Scheme to build upon the phonics skills obtained in EYFS
and Key Stage 1. IDL intervention is used across KS2 are established for children who need
Jurther support with spelling. In addition to the scheme, a grammar focus for each class
Jor each genre is taught through the iModel. This is progressive across the year groups.
Spelling, punctuation and grommar learmning is made meaningful and, current for children,
every week.

reading at St. Marys and St. Benedict's is ahout developing fluency and accwracy when
children have read. The approuch to guided reading is therefore progressive, starting with
reading and verbal questioning in small groups to an adult in EYFS and early KS1, to
KS2. Comprehension skills are also developed in the unit Reading phase. Children are
given plenty of opportunities to respond to and reflect on the meaning of texts
independently, in groups and in discussion with peers and adults. Children are questioned
on a runge of texts and asked a runge of question types which focus on different domains
including language and inference. Children are given opportunities for written responses

English. Writing includes modelled teacher writing, the teacher as the expert writer,
actively composing a piece of writing in front of the children, and explicitly demonstrating
the thought processes inwvolved in planning, drofting and editing. Incidental writes are

Speaking and listening are vital skills for children to acquire and are fundamental to their
language development. Children are taught to speak confidently and to adapt their speech
to different situations. They e given the opportunity for their language to develop
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The cwriculum taught also allows children to understand and use the conwentions for
discussion and debhate. Opportunities are planned for children to participate in and gain
knowledge, skills and understanding associated with the artistic practice of drama. Pupils
adopt, create and sustain a range of roles, responding appropriately to others in role.

Assessment for Leaming is emhedded in English lessons and children are active in
target areas for development to enswe a continuous and individualised approach to

English Impact

At St. Mary's and St. Benedict's we recognise that quality first teaching should minimise
steps taken to improve their attainment. More-ahle children are identified, and suitable
related expectations; Reception children to he secure as Phase 4 by the end of the year,
Year 1 children to be secwre at Phase 5 by the end of the year. A trunsition period is
planned for children entering Year 3 who need phonic reinforcement and GPS is a focus
tests in KS1 and KS2 which include high frequency words, spelling patterns taught and
statutory words.

Work is assessed in line with the Assessment Policies, reading and writing are assessed
using the ohjectives in the Key Learning documents (LCC) which are in line with NC14.
Teachers highlight each term KLIPS sheets (LCC) for hoth Reading and Writing, based
upon Guided Reading and teaching. Writing is moderated as a whole school twice a year,
Reading assessments are carried out termly in Years 1-6. In addition, previous SATS
papers may he used to support teacher judgements and assessment. In writing, hot writes

Marking is in line with the school's Feedhack and Marking Policy.

Teacher assessment of whether a child is entering, developing or secwre for ARE, are
reported termly in Pupil Progress Meetings, to the Headteacher and Key Stage Leads.
These form the basis for intervention and next steps for the subject Lead. Each term,
progress and updates for English are given to the English Governor, Mr Tony Tuwmer,
which is reported to the Governing Body. Reports are sent three times a year to parents,
at Parents’ Evenings.
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The organisation and delivery of owr English cwriculum has produced a community
quality of work, with children writing acoss a range of forms and adapt their writing
successfully, considering the pwrpose.

Specific Nature of English

The National Cwriculum in England and English Programmes of Study, identify that
English has a pre-eminent place in education and in society. A high-quality education in
ideas and emotions to others, and through their reading and listening, others can

Through reading in particular, pupils have a chance to develop cultwrally, emotionally,
intellectually, socially and spiritually. Literature, especially, plays o key role in such
development. Reading also enables pupils hoth to acquire knowledge and to build on what
they already know. All the skills of language are essential to participating fully as a
memher of society; pupils who do not leamn to speak, read and write fluently and

with a strong command of the spoken and written language, and to develop their love of
The National Cwrriculwm for English aims to ensure that all pupils:

acq,w.re, a wide vccabularg, undp,rstanwng, af g,rammar and Imowl,edgz af

oappmuuteourndmwﬂvwwdhiuwg,henwgz,

e write clearly, accwrately and coherently, adapting their language and style in and for
o range of contexts, purposes and audiences;

e use discussion in order to leam;

e they should be able to elahorute and explain clearly their understanding and ideas;

e awre competent in the arts of speaking and listening, making formal presentations,
demonstrating to others and participating in dehate.

As such, English is a core subject.
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Sequencing with English

The English cwriculwm at St. Mary's and St. Benedict's allows for progression of genres
and coveruge of Key Learning. The Key Leamning is identified for each genre for the Year
Group. Within each genre, individual components of knowledge are directly taught, and
unit of planning moves from a reading to writing phase, with spoken language immersed
throughout. Children are immersed in the language from the text, and the components of
word, recognition and comprehension addressed. In the writing phase, composition starts
orally leading into written form. It is recognised that reading and writing are complex
important component knowledge. The component knowledge of reading - word
English teaching and through a brooud cwriculum.  Writing - wnmoswgn ami
transcription - need different teaching recognising the component knowledge that the
teacher waunts the children to gain. Composition in the writing phase hegins with oral

composition focusing on sentence structwre, rich vocah, story language and story
structure.

Assessment within English
Assessment for Leaming is emhbedded in English lessons and children are active in
target areas for development to enswre a continuous and individualised approach to

Work is assessed in line with the Assessment Policies, reading and writing are assessed
using the ohjectives in the Key Leaning documents (LCC) which are in line with, NC14.
Teachers highlight each term KLIPS sheets (LCC) for hoth Reading and Writing, based
upon Guided Reading and unit teaching. Writing is moderated as a whole school twice a

Reading assessments are carried out termly in Years 1-6. In addition, previous SATS

papers may he used to support teacher judgements and assessment. In writing, hot writes

Teacher assessment of whether a child is entering, developing or secure for ARE, are
reported termly in Pupil Progress Meetings, to the Headteacher and Key Stage Leads.
These form the basis for intervention and next steps for the suhject Lead. Each term,
progress and updates for English are given to the English Governor, Mr Tony Tuwmer,
which is reported to the Governing Body. Reports are sent three times a year to parents,
at Parents’ Evenings.

St Mary’s & St Benedict’s Catholic Primary School
Brownedge Lane ¢« Bamber Bridge ¢ PR5 6TA » 01772 336650 e office@smsb.lancs.sch.uk



Page 9 of 10

Inclusion within English

Provision is made for children with a range of SEND that can be grouped into four broad
categories af need, as detailed helow:

1. Communication and Interaction

Children and young people in this category have speech, language and communication
needs (SLCN) which make it difficult to communicate with others. This may be hecause
they have difficulty saying what they wunt to, understanding what is heing said to them
or they do not understand or use social rules of communication.

Children and young people with ASD, including Asperger’s Syndrome and Autism, who are
2. Cognition and learning

Support for learning difficulties may be required when children and young people learn at a
slower pace than their peers, even with appropriate differentiatior.

Specific learning difficulties (SpLD), affect one or more specific aspects of learning. This
encompasses o range of conditions such as dyslexia, dyscalculio and dyspraxic.

3. Sotial, emotional and mental health difficulties

Children and young people may experience a wide runge of social and emotional
dﬂmﬂﬂz&wﬁxﬁmam}esttl‘wmehm&mmn@wug& Th,esemag/mcwdzbzcmmng

behaviour.

4. Sensory and/or physical needs

Some children and young people require special educational provision hecause they have a
disahility which prevents or hinders them from making use of the educational facilities
generally provided. These difficulties can be age related and may fluctuate over time.

As a school, St Mary's & St Benedict's RC Primary School is committed to ensuring that all
children get access to the full cwricwlum and we will provide suitable amendments to
provision to allow this to happen.

At the hottom of this webpage: https://www.smsh.lancs.sch.uk/send/ there is a
comprehensive list of subjects and the SEND adaptations that are suggested for each area.
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Class staff are required to consider these documents to hest meet the needs of pupils with

English as an Additional Language (EAL)

At St Mary's & St Benedict's, we helieve that:

« EAL children learn to speak, read and write in English through immersion in a broad, rich
curriculwm

« EAL learners make the hest progress within a whole school context, where children are
- Bilingualism is viewed as a positive and life-enriching asset.
We work with the EAL team at Lancashire County Council, when deemed appropriate, to

pupil’'s class teacher and the SLT lead for EAL provision.

Able, Gifted and Talented (AGT) pupils

At St Mary's & St Benedict's, we understand that all children require support and challenge
leawrning activities, our more ahble (MA) puml&mgurmwwdevar@oﬂdwﬂerwm
experiences which develops their resilience, inspires them and deepens their understanding
aof the tasks.

They are encowruged to develop their ahbilities to ask questions, explain and reason,
persevere, communicate their thoughts and take risks in their learning. We strive to provide
creative means to increase their independence and curiosity, leading to an ever-increasing
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