
English Curriculum map – Barlow Class Pre-School 2023 – 2024 
 
 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
Timescale 7 weeks 8 weeks 5 weeks 5weeks 4 

days 
5 weeks 4 
days 

7 weeks 

Topic Marvellous 
me! 

Seasonal 
celebration
s 

Brilliant 
Bears 

Roots, 
shoots 
and 
muddy 
boots 

All 
creatures 
great and 
small 

Transport 
and travel 

Focus texts 
 

You choose 
 
 
 
 
 
My best 
friend 

 
 
 
 
 

The 
smartest 
giant in 
town 

 
 
 
 
 

Red leaf, 
Yellow leaf 

 
 
We’re going 
on a leaf 
hunt 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Chinese 
new year 
celebratio
n stories 
(including 
non 

fiction) 
 
Winnie the 
pooh 
stories 

 

Apple Tree 
Farm 

 
Jack and 
the 
beanstalk 

 
 
 

Harry and 
his 
bucketful 
of 
dinosaurs 

 
 
Elmer  
 

 

The train 
ride  
 

 
 
Little red 
train 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
We are all 
welcome 

 
All kinds of 
people 

 
 
 

Wide awake 
hedgehog 

 
 
Celebrate 
the world – 
Diwali 

 
Christmas 
stories -   
variety 
 
Dear Santa 
 
The first 
Christmas 
 

 
 
All about 
bears 
(non-
fiction) 
 

 
 
We’re 
going on a 
bear hunt 
 

 
 
Where’s my 
teddy 
 

 

Who’s in 
the 
garden? 
 

 
 
Handa’s 
hen 
 

 
 
Butterfly 
story 
(non-
fiction) 
 

 
 

Creature 
feature 
(non-
fiction) 

 
 
 
That’s not 
my 
dinosaurs 
 

 
 
10 minutes 
to bed 
little 
dinosaur 

Zoom to the 
moon 
 

 
 
Maisy goes 
on a plane 

 
 
If I were an 
astronaut 

 
 



 
That’s not 
my polar 
bear 

 
 
 
There’s a 
bear on my 
chair 

 

 
 

If you 
decide to 
go to the 
moon  
(story with 
facts) 

 

Enrichments/visit
s/ 
authors etc 

New starter 
visits week 
1 
 
Baseline 
assessment
s weeks 2 - 4 

Bonfire 
Night 5th 
November 
2023 
Diwali 13th 
November 
2023 World 
Nursery 
Rhyme Week 
13-17th 

Winnie the 
Pooh Day 
18th 
January 
2024 
Chinese 
New Year 
10th 
February 
2024 

Farm 
visit- 
Smith 
hills TBC 
National 
Tell a 
Fairy Tale 
Day 26th 
February 
2024 World 

Elmer’s 
Birthday 
27th May 
2024 

Transition 
afternoons 



November 
2024 

book Day 
7th March 
2024 

Literacy Focus Squiggle 
while you 
wiggles 
sessions 
 
Dough disco 
 
Developing 
mark making 
skills 
through 
gross motor 
movements 
 
Join in with 
stories, 
rhymes and 
songs 
 
 

Squiggle 
while you 
wiggle 
sessions 
 
Dough disco 
 
Develop play 
linked to 
stories and 
retelling 

 
Sequencing 
and retelling 
stories 

 
Developing 
print 
knowledge 
 
Phase 1 
phonics(Red 
rose phonics 
scheme) 
 

Continue 
squiggle 
while you 
wiggle 
 
Dough 
disco 
 
Phase 1 
phonics(red 
rose 
phonics) 
 
 
Developmen
t of fine 
motor 
skills 
 
Starting to 
show 
interest in 
letters of 
their name 
and 
familiar 
others e.g. 
m for mum 
 

Continue 
squiggle 
while you 
wiggle 
 
Dough 
disco 
 
Phase 1 
Phonics 
(Red Rose 
Scheme) 
 
Using 
story 
vocabular
y in play 
 
Writing 
letters 
from name 
(not all) 
 
Fine Motor 
Skills 
linked to 
mark 
making 
 

Dough 
disco 
 
Phase 1- 
strong 
focus on 
segmentin
g and 
blending 
orally 
Initial 
sounds 
 
Rhyming 
 
Developing 
emergent 
writing 
 
Acquiring 
and using 
new 
vocabular
y 
 
 

Phase 1- 
strong focus 
on 
segmenting 
and 
blending 
orally 
Initial 
sounds 
 
Rhyming 
 
Developing 
emergent 
writing 
 
Sequence 
and retell 
events and 
stories 
 
Begin to 
form letters 
from own 
name 
 

       
 


