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Together in God’s family, we grow in
faith, knowledge & love to reach our full
potential, and to become the people that

we are created to be.

Policy Agreed: March 2023
Review Date: March 2025

St Mary’s & St Benedict’s Catholic Primary School
Brownedge Lane ¢« Bamber Bridge ¢ PR5 6TA » 01772 336650 e office@smsb.lancs.sch.uk



Page 2 of 10

Ouwr School Ethos

At St. Marys and St. Benedict's we aim for owr cwriculwm to inspire pupils to be life-long
learners with a sense of service to the world that they live in and the people that live in it
with them.

We helieve our pupils will be life-long learners if they are able to be:
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In order to develop these qualities within our pupils we intend for owr cwrriculum to provide
opportunities for children to:

Be curious and, ask questions
Evaluate and reflect
Work collaboratively,
Apply, their leaming,
Solve problems whilst developing, resilience
Communicate their learmning,
Challenge ideas

Vision for Computing

At St Marys and St Benedict's, our vision for Computing is clear. It is vital we provide
varied and meaningful experiences to help our children to solve real-world problems and
support them to hecome life-long learners. Lessons need to match the needs of owr learners,
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With this vision in mind, we have reviewed our scheme of work and have adapted the
Purple Mash overview to hand pick subjects to meet the needs of our children. Creating a
personalised scheme such as this has allowed us to build upon key skills, supporting our
MmCommﬂm@M@aLth@mh@mtqﬁth@msbmmeﬁeaﬂmqﬁwm
experience; safeguarding.

Computing Intent

The National Cwrriculum divides the teaching and learming of Computing into three strands
(Computer Science, Digital Literacy and Information Technology). It is therefore important
that children recognise the difference hetween what makes each one relevant to their future,

The National Cwriculum additionally states that a high-quality Computing education
equips pupils to use digital thinking and, creativity to understand the world. Computing has
deep cross-cwrricular links (Mathematics, Science and Design and Technology), which are

Computing in our school ensures that pupils become digitally literate and express
children to complete age appropriate Computing and prepare them to be safe, active
participants in a digital world.

Computing Implementation

At St Mary's and St Benedict's, the Computing cwriculum in owr school is taught through
our personalised whole school overview. We have created this to meet the needs of our
users, and have hand-picked key elements of the Purple Mash scheme to offer our children

As a school, we have chosen the Purple Mash scheme as it supports our teachers in
aJLpupd&boadumwﬂprﬂtennaL We are confident that the scheme supports all
children in our school to meet the national vision for Computing. Furthermore, it gives

excellent supporting material for less confident teachers.

The implementation of Computing units in the Purple Mash programme ensures a
is done by implementing Computing skills in meaningful ways, and maximising cross-
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As a stand-alone subject, a minimuwm of three units of Computing are taught during each
school year and coss cwricular links are made on a daily basis through use of iPads,
smart TV's and laptops to support learning across owr curriculum.

Computing Impact

We expect most children to achieve age related standards or better in computing within
each year group. We also look for pupils that show a greater depth of understanding, and
challenge this with questioning and additional challenge in lessons. We assess children's
computing lesson. The pupils save their work into individual folders and this work is
checked by the teacher with feedhack given when appropriate. Owr personalised programme
topics, linked to the key principles of Computing.

Purple Mash supports all teachers within owr school to provide differentiated lessons which
meet the range of needs in each class. Staff enjoy the flexibility of Purple Mash and are
able to meet the needs of all leaners thanks to access to the entire Purple Mash

Programme.

Within Computing, children may be required to work individually, in pairs or in small
groups according to the natwre of the task. Different outcomes may be expected depending

Specific Nature of Computing

The new National Cwriculum presents computing as a lens through which pupils can
understand the world. There is a focus on computational thinking and creativity, as well as
opportunities for creative work in programming and digital media. There are three clearly
defined aspects aof the computing cwriculum: computer science (CS), information
technology (IT) and digital literacy (DL).

The core of computing is computer science, in which pupils are taught the principles of
information and computation, how digital systems work and how to put this knowledge to
use through programming. Building on this knowledge and understanding, pupils are
equipped to use information technology to create programs, systems and o runge of
content. Computing also ensures that pupils hecome digitally literate~ able to use, and
express: themselves and develop their ideas through, information and communication
technology - at a level suitahble for the future workplace and as active participants in a

The skills we hope to develop by using technology across the cwrriculum include:

icating,
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 resontine and. exchanging, informat
+ rescarching andh handling informati
. making things happen. by, controlling, and, monitoring, events
+ trying, things. out by modelling real and imaginary situations

- acquiring and refining the technigues (e.g. saving, copying, checking the accwracy af
input and output needed to use)

- recognising a variety of different technologies and using them effectively.
Sequencing with Computing

Our personalised scheme of work supports the Computing journey for learners from Year 1,
ands runs on a two-year rolling programme to Year 6. Children in Early Years are
supported to develop key Computing skills, in line with the EYFS framework and key
threads of ‘Understanding the World', which prepare them for Key Stage 1.

Early years
It is important in the Foundation Stage to give children a broud, play-hased experience of

Computing and technology in a range of contexts, including outdoor play. In the EYFS, it is

Wwwmcwmwmmwmm Earhg/
ontlwwfﬂtebowdorprogxumma/wy,. We also offer opportunities for children to work
with Bee-hots and iPads as well as 2 classroom computers and smart TVs.

Our personalised scheme provides hroud and balanced opportunities to build on and
develop new skills to- advance their computational thinking and to prepare our children for

Key Stage 1

By the end of key stage 1 pupils should he taught to:

devices, and that programs execute by following a sequence of instructions

- Write and test simple programs

- Organise, store, manipulate and retrieve data in o range of digital formats

- Comumunicate safely and respectfully online, keeping personal information private, and

Key Stage 2
By the end of key stage 2 pupils should be taught to:
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Desugnandmn%aprogmm&tkwbaccomphshspeaﬁogoal& Lrwwdmg,conthAng,Gr

- Use sequence, selection, and/rep@tmmump,mgmn& work with variables and various

» Use logical reasoning to explain how a simple algorithm works and to detect and, correct
and collahoration

» Describe how internet search engines find and store data; use search engines effectively;
SeLect u&@andwmbjnzamrwuayo;ﬂwj&wm(mdudm%mwmm)mamngzoﬁ
presenting data and information.

Impactful Leawrning
Our Computing Cwriculum has heen structured to demonstrate a progression of skills and

through school.” Teachers assess children's knowledge, understanding and skills in
lessons, the children's personal Purple Mash folders and the quality of the digital content
they create.

The aim of our personalised Puwrple Mash scheme is to provide vuoried, meaningful

ities, . , of the t . s, .
science (CS), information technology (IT) and digital literacy (DL). The comhination of the
strands will allow learning to develop at an appropriate pace, whilst encompassing a range
of relevant computing skill.

It is our intention that at the end of Year 6:

e Children will be confident users of technology, able to- use it to- accomplish a wide variety
af gouls, both at home and in school.

e Children will have a secure and comprehensive knowledge of the implications of
technology and digital systems. This is important in a society where technologies and

e Children will be able to- apply the British values of democrucy, tolerance, mutual respect,
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Assessment within Computing
We assess the children's work in Computing by making informal judgements as we ohserve
and talk to the children during lessons. Completed work is saved to individual user

These ohservations and work reviews then inform futwre planning, and teachers ensure that
needs are met accordingly. Key learning is outlined on skill progression documents and
children are assessed against these threads at the end of the academic year. Class teachers
assess iff children are ‘working towwrds’, ‘working at or ‘exceeding the national expectation
Jor their age.

The subject leader is responsible for monitoring the standard of the children's work and the
through lesson ohservations, hook looks, pupil voice and staff voice.

Safety

The Headteacher, Governing Body and teaching staff of St Marys & St Benedicts RC
Primary School take their responsibilities for safeguarding pupils very seriously. We have a
duty of care for child protection and we also strive to help parents to keep their own

children safe and free from exploitation. This responsibility is set out in our Safeguarding
Children Policy.

We know that Computing can be a very exciting subject, yet at the same time we recognise
An Internet Access agreement has therefore been created to protect all parties, and rules for
responsible intemet use are displayed next to each computer and in each classroom. To
Jurther ensure the safety of the children, we teach each class the rights and responsibilities
To additionally promote intermet safety, owr school regularly provides information for
parents on how to be aware of social media and intermet dangers. This includes a monthly
newsletter which gives advice and useful information on apps such as TikTok and
Houseparty, wehsites such as Instagram and Facebook and communication and streaming
sites including Zoom and Netflix.

A whole school approuch to internet safety is further underpinned by Safer Internet Day,
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Resowrces

We have a wide selection of resources avuilable to the children, including laptops, iPads
and o large computer suite.

Al resources are timetabled for use by children across the school. ‘Smart TVs' are avuilable
are made with Computing on a daily basis, with online safety and responsible computing
use key features.

The computing suite is timetabled for use throughout the school day as part of Computing
lessons and is also used for cross-cwrriculor topics and intervention support (IDL).

St Mary's and St Benedicts RC Primary School are supported in the implementation of
Computing by our local cluster af schools (WRIST). As part of this, our school has use of
key technology resowrces (through Design and Technology), which have clear links to
Computing.

'‘Crumbles’ progrumming devices: are shared between schools in the cluster and support
caoss cwricwlar links hetween DT Computing (Key Stage 2: design, write and debug

Home Learning

In recent years there has heen a hoom in the education opportunities that are avuilable
online. We have hought into Times Tahles Rockstars and Purple Mash to give pupils safe

Pupils have passwords that can be used to access these sites, and we re-enforce online

Our school wehsite contains a dedicated page for each class within the school and home
Mohile Phones
Pupils in Year 5 and 6, who do bring phones into school, do so at their own risk. They have

the device locked in a filing cuphoard, for the day and handed back to them at the end of
the schoot, day.
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Inclusion within Computing

Provision is made for children with a range of SEND that can be grouped into four broad,
categories af need, as detailed helow:

1. Communication and Interaction

Children and young people in this category have speech, language and communication
needs (SLCN) which make it difficult to communicate with others. This may be because
they have difficulty saying what they wunt to, understanding what is bheing said to them
or they do not understand or use social rules of communication.

Children and young people with ASD, including Asperger's Syndrome and Autism, who are
2. Cognition and learning

Support for learning difficulties may be required when children and young people leawrn at a
slower pace than their peers, even with appropriate differentiatior.

Specific learning difficulties (SpLD), affect one or more specific aspects of learning. This
encompasses o range af conditions such as dyslexia, dyscalculio and dyspraxic.

3. Sotial, emotional and mental health difficulties

Children and young people may experience a wide rounge of social and emotional
djﬂ{wlue&mdmhma@ﬁesbtlwmdmmnwwg& Theserrwg,mmdzbzcommg
behaviour.

4. Sensory and/or physical needs

Some children and young people require special educational provision bhecause they have a
disahility which prevents or hinders them from making use of the educational facilities
generally provided. These difficulties can be age related and may fluctuate over time.

As a school, St Mary's & St Benedict's RC Primary School is committed to ensuring that all
children get access to the full cwricwlum and we will provide suitable amendments to
provision to allow this to- happen.

At the hottom of this webpage: https://www.smsh.lancs.sch.uk/send/ there is a

comprehensive list of subjects and the SEND adaptations that are suggested for each area.
Class staff are required to consider these documents to hest meet the needs of pupils with
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English as an Additional Language (EAL)

At St Mary's & St Benedict's, we helieve that:

« EAL children learn to speak, read and write in English through immersion in a broad, rich
curriculwm

« EAL learners make the hest progress within a whole school context, where children are

- Bilingualism is viewed as a positive and life-enriching asset.
We work with the EAL team at Lancashire County Council, when deemed appropriate, to

access specialist teacher support for pupils. This additional input is co-ordinated between
pupil's class teacher and the SLT lead for EAL provision.

Able, Gifted and Talented (AGT) pupils

At St Mary's & St Benedict's, we understand that all children require support and challenge

learning activities, owr more ahle (MA) puml&amgumamndzvarw@oﬁchaﬂengwm
experiences which develops their resilience, inspires them and deepens their understanding
af the tasks.

They are encowrnged to develop their ahilities to ask questions, explain and reason,
persevere, communicate their thoughts and take risks in their learning. We strive to provide
creative means to increase their independence and curiosity, leading to an ever-increasing
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